USSN 10/680,534 filed 10/07/2003 (DP-307853) 
Amendment dated: 26-APR-2006 
Response to Office Action of 02/01/2006 



REMARKS 

Upon entry of this Amendment, claims 1, 3 and 6 - 10 remain pending. 

Claims 2 - 7 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

New independent claim 8 corresponds with allowable dependent claim 2, rewritten in 
independent form, including all limitations of the base claim. Allowable dependent claim 
3 has been amended to depend from new claim 8. Dependent claim 2 is canceled. 

New independent claim 9 corresponds with allowable dependent claim 4, rewritten in 
independent form, including all limitations of the base claim. Dependent claim 4 has 
been canceled. 

New independent claim 10 corresponds with allowable dependent claim 5, rewritten in 
independent form, including all limitations of the base claim. Allowable dependent claim 
6 has been amended to depend from new claim 10. Allowable dependent claim 7 
continues to depend from claim 6. 

Accordingly, in view of the amendments, claims 3, and 6 - 10 are believed to be in 
allowable form. 

It is requested that the objection be withdrawn. 
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Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Reich (U.S. 6,476,516 
Bl). 

Claim 1 has been amended to more precisely distinguish the present invention over the 
art of record. Claim now recites " A method of distinguishing between large and small 
adult occupants of a vehicle seat based on a comparison of a measured seated weight of 
an occupant to a threshold having an initial calibrated value, comprising the steps of: 
detecting a condition for which the measured seated weight is consistently above the 
weight threshold or consistently below the weight threshold for at least a predetermined 
time interval; defining a tolerance window about said threshold; and adjusting the 
tolerance window in response to the detected condition so as to increase a separation 
between the threshold and the measured seated weight". 

Reich does not adjust a tolerance window as is presently claimed. 

Thus amended, claim 1 is clearly distinguishable from Reich. Accordingly, in view of 
the amendments, it is requested that the rejection be withdrawn. 

Claim 1 is also rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Murphy et al. 
(U.S. 2003/0149517). 

Claim 1 is clearly distinguishable form Murphy et al. for the reasons set forth 
hereinabove. 

Accordingly, in view of the amendments, it is requested that the rejection be withdrawn. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant believes, in view of the amendments and remarks herein, that all grounds 
rejection of the claims have been addressed and overcome, and that all claims are in 
condition for allowance. 

If it would further prosecution of the application, the Examiner is urged to contact t 
undersigned at the telephone number provided. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees associated with this 
communication and/or credit any overpayments to Deposit Account No. 50-0831. 

Respectfully submitted, 




J. 'Gordon Lewis 



Reg. No. 28735 
(248) 813-1234 



Dated: 26-APR-2006 
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